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were of assistance to navigators, but technical skill in ship
construction and navigation made very" slow progress.
Under such circumstances law and order could not be
maintained except within the reach of the strong arm of a local
magnate, so that society, where it was organized at all, fell into
the bondage of the feudal system which was characterized by
excessive territorial fragmentation and almost complete lack
of contact even between adjacent communities. Such a Dark
Age could be enlightened and finally replaced only by the
re-institution of widely spread communications, but this
involved both a revolution in the medium of transport and a
re-orientation in the minds and outlook of men. Such is the
yardstick for measuring the achievements of the pioneers like
Henry the Navigator and da Gama, whose ocean voyages
heralded the Age of Discovery and the initiation of a new phase
in the development of communications, a phase which was to
culminate in global circulation.
The discoveries of the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries,
followed by the slow opening up of the new lands, set in train
a series of developments which have not yet reached their full
fruition. In addition to providing a vast new range of com-
mercial possibilities and an enormous scope for emigration and
home-seeking, they finally broke down what had previously
been the greatest single physical barrier to circulation, the
oceans. For the first time the bordering seas and the open
oceans wrere effectively united in the sense that they could be
used to connect the adjoining land masses, and the States which
had begun to grow up on their shorelands were not slow to
realize their political advantages. In the words of Vidal de la
Blache:1
"Avec la fusion des domaines maritimes en un ensemble
illimite de mers et d'oceans de nouvelles perspectives
politiques apparaissaient d&s 1'aurore des temps modernes.
Les reves d'hegemonie mondiale, dont la realisation s'&ait
toujours heurtee a Pexiguxte des continents et aux limites
imposees par leur configurations geographiques, ne semblent
plus une chim^re."
1 P. V. de la Blache, Prineipes de Gfographie Hwname9 Paris, 1922, p. 269.